Targets: CL1, CL2, CL3, CL4

The Meaning of Life Writing Assignment

300 words on one of the following topics

1.)  You are Egor (the brilliant and frequently overlooked assistant to Dr. Frankenstein).  After years of toil under the demented Dr. Frankenstein his monster is complete.  As he is shouting, “It’s Alive! It’s Alive!” you calmly tap him on the shoulder and inform him he is mistaken.  Using all five characteristics of life describe to your lesser colleague where he went wrong and what he can do to remedy the situation.  Keep it clean.

2.)  Take your favorite zombie movie and using evidence from the movie tell me using all five characteristics of life, whether or not the zombies are truly alive.  Your answer will vary based on the movie… some zombies really are alive some are not.

3.)  Research bee and/or ant colonies.  Using the five characteristics of life, describe whether or not worker bees/ants should be considered alive.

Grading Rubric
20 points

	Learning Targets
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	I know all 5 characteristics of life and what they mean.
	The description includes all five characteristics of life and whether or not your creature has them
	
	The description includes three characteristics of life and whether or not your creature has them
	
	The description includes one characteristic of life and whether or not your creature has it

	I can give examples of all 5 characteristics of life.
	There is a correctly used example that describes why or why not each of the five characteristics of life is present.
	
	There are some correct examples that describe why or why not each of the characteristics of life is present.
	
	There are few correct examples that describe why or why not each of characteristics of life is present.

	I can identify living and nonliving things based on the characteristics of life and justify my answer.
	You correctly identified your creature as living or nonliving based on the assumptions you make about each characteristic.
	
	It is unclear why you considered your creature living or nonliving and/or your conclusion did not completely match your assumptions
	
	You did not identify your creature as living or nonliving and/or you identified it totally incorrectly or as “undead” or similar noncommittal responses

	Overall quality of writing.
	Your writing is clear and well organized.  There are few grammatical or typographical errors and it is clearly legible.
	
	Your writing is fairly clear and organized.  There are some grammatical or typographical errors and/or it is legible.
	
	Your writing is unclear and unorganized.  There are many grammatical or typographical errors and/or it is barely legible.


Organizing Your Writing

My topic is: ____________________________________________________________________


Describe your creature: __________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Fill out the table below before you begin in order to better organize your writing.

	Characteristic of Life
	Has it Yes/No
	Example/Explanation

	Reproduction
	
	

	Heredity
	
	

	Metabolism
	
	

	Homeostasis
	
	

	Cellular Organization
	
	


