Biology – Fall Semester

2013-2014 Syllabus

Ms. Pilarz
Contact

The best way to reach me hpilarz@khps.org

Course info and updates pilarz.weebly.com
Other options Voicemail:784-2400 x8403, Cell: 616-550-1342
Please be advised that I am a “mobile” teacher therefore will not have regular access to a direct classroom line so the best way to reach me during the day is via email. Feel free to leave me a message at the extension above or call/text me at my personal cell number and I will respond after school. Please feel free to use my personal number between 7am and 10pm for school business only. I do not save numbers so please identify yourself when contacting me. See remind101 on the last page to sign up for updates!
Course Description


In this course we will be studying the processes of life and the interconnectedness of living things.  This course is designed to enhance student understanding of these areas so that they may apply their knowledge to life and future coursework.  We will strive to do so with an emphasis on scientific thinking and procedures in order to create more critical thinkers and evaluators.  The topics we will be covering are not limited to but include the following:

Scientific Inquiry


Macromolecules


Cell Structure/Function
Bioethics
Photosynthesis


Cellular Respiration

Mitosis


Classification
Meiosis



DNA



Protein Synthesis

Evolution
Genetics/Heredity

Immunity


Environmental



Materials


Students should come to class prepared to work.  This means that they should bring the following items with them:


1 CHARGED chromebook (will not be able to charge at school, plug it in at home every night!)
2At least 2 writing utensils

3 Biology Binder (1-1.5 inches)

4 Biology Book (Will have classroom set that can be checked out and e-books)
Binders

Each student needs to have a 1 to 1½ inch hard cover three ring binder for exclusive use in Biology.  I do have a few extras if you cannot get a hold of one for some reason (Wal-Mart generally sells an 1" economy binder for about a dollar).  This binder will be used to keep track of all of your class work and assignments.  Binders should be with you in class every day as we will be using them every day in class and should be kept in good shape.  It is also recommended to have a pencil bag inside your binder so that you always have a writing utensil for class (a Ziploc baggy that's been three-hole punched works just fine).  While I will not collect your whole binder ever, I will expect students to turn in a packet/notebook of assignments from each unit on the day of the test. These notebooks will consist of notes, daily assignments and practice pages. 
Assignments, Missing Assignments, & Reworking Assignments

Assignments are to be turned in during the first five minutes of class on the day that they are due. Sometimes they will be turned into the inbox, other days they should be out on your desk ready to be checked.  For absences see below.  Barring absences if an assignment is not turned in by this time you must see me in order to hand it in.  If you are having difficulty completing the assignment you need to contact me before the day that it is due to make arrangements (see contact info at the top of the syllabus).  I will not penalize students that take longer to complete an assignment provided they are able to demonstrate they are working on it and getting the help needed.

Missing assignments are not automatically accepted.  If you have a missing assignment you wish to turn in I will ask you the reason it was not completed.  I will not likely accept any assignment after I have begun to hand it back either.  You can however request a different version to complete.  I will use my discretion whether or not to offer alternative assignments and may seek additional requirements from you, especially if I suspect you may be blowing off assignments, or are habitually late with work.  

If you feel that you have not done well enough on an assignment for any reason I encourage you to come talk to me as well.  You may request a rework/redo of an assignment in these cases.  Again this is upon request only, and as above, I will use my discretion.  Sometimes I will allow a rework of an assignment and other times I will offer an alternative assignment to replace the one in question.
Test Retakes


If you are unhappy with your performance on a test you may request a retake as many times as you like.  I will use my discretion when allowing retakes on tests and may have additional requirements for you to complete before I allow a retake, especially for multiple attempts.  You will receive a different test for retakes, though it will cover the same material it will likely be a different format, which I will inform you of.  I will take the better of the grades, but I do reserve the right to refuse a retake if I suspect you are simply blowing off the first attempt.

Makeup or Rework of assignments or Tests will NOT be accepted in the last week of any given grading period.  The only possible exception would be in the case of assignments from that week only.  If you are worried about your final grade PLAN AHEAD!  
Absences and Tardiness


Attendance is required for success! Students who are absent are responsible for obtaining the work that they missed.  Notes and other material missed during class should be obtained from other students first whenever possible.  Absent students will need to make up class work and bell work, these can usually be found on the class website, from other students or from the teacher (please ask at an appropriate time).  I give 1 day plus the number of days absent for students to turn in missing work from absences.  This means that a student missing Tuesday will return on Wednesday and pick up their assignments, which will be due on Friday (two days from the date they received the assignment).  Assignments that were already due on the day missed will be due the day of return.  Extensive or extended absences will be judged on a case-by-case basis.  Tests are scheduled in advance and review sheets are handed out before review day.  Barring extenuating circumstances students can expect to take a test on the scheduled day.

Tardiness is defined as the student not being in the room by the time the bell finishes ringing.  I will not mark anyone tardy who makes it into the room by this time provided they get to work right away.  This means turning in assignments moving to their seats, and/or starting bell work.  I reserve the right to mark anyone tardy who either comes to class unprepared or is found to be standing by the door talking etc.
Lab Safety


I hope to bring science to life through many laboratories throughout the year. DO NOT touch laboratory or demonstration materials before instructed to do so, I teach two different science courses so materials may not be for your class. Please put away materials before you leave the classroom and clean up your workspace. Lab procedures and safety will be reviewed before each lab. Misbehavior, abuse of materials or disregard of directions will result in immediate removal from activity and possibly other consequences (including loss of lab privileges).

Teacher Hours


I am available both before and after school to assist with any make-up work, test retakes or for additional assistance. While I am usually always at school until at least 4:00, please check times with me in case there are any conflicts with staff meets (Mondays) or school events. I will typically be in room __________ or __________ after school. As needed there will be group tutoring/review parties available after school. Times will be posted in advanced. 
Grading

Marking period grades are based on points earned in each of five categories.  Each category contributes a percentage to the overall grade as listed below.  Semester grades are calculated based on the average of the two marking period grades and the midterm or final.  Each marking period is worth 40% of the semester grade and the exam is 20%.  The midterm and final are each 100 multiple choice questions covering all of that semester.  Semester grades are what go onto transcripts to calculate GPA and credit for the course.
Tests - 40%

Tests are administered at the end of each unit (generally about every 3weeks) to test the content knowledge gained during that unit.  
Assignments – 30%


Regular assignments are given throughout the unit to teach, practice, and assess the students learning during the unit.  Some assignments are done in class, some at home, or a combination thereof.  Unit notebooks will also be included in this category.
Laboratory – 15% 


Lab assignments can be small or large.  They are usually performed in class, though there are sometimes questions to be answered at home if time runs out during class.  Labs are used in part to assess skills and processes in science.  As such part of the lab grade is performing the lab correctly, analyzing data, drawing conclusions, and answering questions.
Quizzes- 15%


Quizzes are done in class and generally only have one or two days notice.  They cover smaller amounts of material than tests and are used to check understanding during the unit to help me guide instruction.  They also create an incentive to start studying and reviewing earlier than the night before the test. Expect to have a quiz about once a week.
Final letter grades are calculated using the scale below.
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Extra Credit

There typically is none so don’t ask. Opportunities will occur once or twice a semester in conjunction with projects or assignments, but they will minimally affect your grade.  You have the opportunity to request a rework for assignments and a retake for tests.  If you are unhappy with your current progress feel free to talk to me about what you can do to improve it and we can put together a plan.
Parent/Guardian and Student Signature Page (PLEASE RETURN THIS PAGE ONLY)
I have read and understand the syllabus and agree to abide by the content.
Student Name Printed: __________________________________________

Student Signature: ______________________________________________
Date:_____________
Dear Parents/Guardians, 

I am looking forward to working with your child this year. Please answer the following questions so I can learn more about your son or daughter.  As a class we have reviewed the classroom policies and procedures so your student should be able to help if you have any questions. However, if you still have any concerns or comments, please include them below or feel free to contact me. Students will receive credit once this form is signed and returned to me. This is the student’s first assignment and is due by Tuesday September 10th.  I look forward to meeting you and having a successful school year with your student!
Thank You,
Ms. Heather Pilarz
Physical Science/Biology
Kenowa Hills High School
Student’s Name___________________________________
What strengths does your child have? (not just academic)

In what areas could your child use a little extra help?

Does your child have any health or medical concerns I should be aware of?

Do you have any questions or concerns? Is there anything else you would like to share with me to help your child have a successful semester?

I have read and understand the syllabus and agree to abide by the content.

Parent/Guardian Printed Name: ___________________________________


Parent/Guardian Signature:_______________________________________
Date:_____________


Relation to Student:_____________________________________________

Email Address*: _________________________________________________

Best Number to Contact During the School Day:____________________________________________

Best Number to Contact After 3:00 PM:___________________________________________________

What is the best way to reach you? 
[   ]  Phone
[   ]  Email

*I will be periodically sending out messages with class news, upcoming assignments/labs and test reminders. Please see the back of this page to sign up for text or email alerts through remind101.*
